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CENTRAL COUNCIL AND CENTRAL EXECUTIVE 


CHE annual meeting of the Central Coun- 

cil will be held on Saturday, April 22, 

at 2 p.m., at Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge 

Road, London, S.W.1 (five minutes’ walk 

from Headquarters). Full particulars will be 

sent to Central Councillors and others con- 
cerned in due coursc. 

"This seems to be the right opportunity to 
remind all members that the Central Council, 
by the terms of Ше Royal Charter, is the 
governing body of Toc Н; it consists of not 
more than 100 Councillors, elected by the 
Branches, plus the Founder Padre, Hon. Ad- 
ministrator, Hon. Treasurer, Administrative 
Padre, and the Presidents, Vice-Presidents 
and Trustees as ex-officio members. The 
Council must, by law, mect once a year (and 
may be called together at any other time) and 
must conduct certain statutory business—as 
well as any other it has а mind to. One of its 
Most important statutory duties is the election 
of а Central Executive which, meeting 
monthly, carries оп the business of Toc H, 
entrusted to it bv the Central Council. 

Toc H, therefore, has а real ‘ democratic ' 
constitution, and, since a mass meeting of all 
Toe H members could never be got together 
(and, i£ it were, could never transact intricate 
business) the Central Executive is chosen Бу 
the members, through their elected Coun- 
cillors, to act for them. The Central Execu- 
tive, according to the Charter, must consist 
of not more than eighteen elected members, 
plus the Founder Padre, Administrative 
Padre, Hon. Administrator and Hon. Treasu- 
rer ex-officio. In the hands, then, of less than 
а score of men Toc H members leave an im- 
mense amount of business—not only a good 


deal of troublesome detail but decisions vitally 
affecting the life of the Movement. They have 
to mect the emergencies of the present as they 
arise but also to look ahead and plan for the 
future. Their duty is to maintain the true 
policy of Toc H as laid down in our basic 
documents, the Charter, the Four Points and 
the Main Resolution, and to interpret it afresh 
as the world changes round us and new fields 
of opportunity open. 

This is a really big job and asks for the best 
men that can be found in our ranks to carry 
it out. Have we got them? ТЕ not, what 
steps are we taking to get them? One of the 
defects of democracy is ' passing the baby.’ 
In a Parliamentary or local Government con- 
stituency only 30 or 40 per cent. of the electors 
may bother to record their votes—but that 
does not prevent them blaming the House of 
Commons or the local Council for anything 
that happens or fails to happen afterwards. 
Having shirked their personal responsibility, 
such voters "get the Government they 
deserve." This should not be the case in our 
Toc H democracy; none of us should feel that 
the Central Executive is no concern of ours or 
beyond our power to improve. 

Tt is the Central Councillors who actually 
choose the Executive, but behind them is the 
whole body of membership which chooses the 
Councillors. Are you represented on the Cen- 
tral Council by a man you know, or know 
about, and trust? And if you are a Coun- 
cillor, do you know of a member in your 
‘constituency’ who seems to you and his 
fellow-members just the man to serve on the 
Central Executive? If so, why not nominate 
him for clection?* 


* The Royal Charter (Article X) lays down that the Executive shall be '' appointed by the Central 
Council from among members of that Council and members of any of the Branches of the Association 


in Great Britain or Ireland.” 


- c c арии — ut (— 
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Often it happens that a man once elected to 
the Central Executive is almost automatically 
re-elected year after year. He may be a good 
man’ (which doesn’t prevent him getting 
older each year), but all the time there may be 
new blood and new ideas among the member- 
ship which deserve their turn and never get it. 
It seldom happens that more than a small 
handful of new names is put forward; once, 
indeed, there were no new nominations and 
the old Executive returned to office without a 
semblance of a ‘contest.’ If we believe that 
Toc H isa living and growing movement, we 
must believe that new men are constantly 
growing up to the true stature of the Execu- 
tive we need. Give them a run—let Coun- 
cillors, having consulted with members, send 
in their names as candidates to share the most 
responsible office in Toc H. The decisions 
which the Executive must face in the war and 
post-war period are momentous for Toc H 

and real thought and prayer should lie behind 
the elections. 


There is another point which all members 
should feel to be important. The most re- 
markable peculiarity about Toc H is its 
variety, its character as a “ human Zoo." And 
its Central Executive should surely be a mirror 
of this mixture, so far as its small numbers 
permit. We want the best men, preferably as 
mixed as possible. 


Now here a difficulty arises. How are the 
electors (the Central Councillors) to know 
what sort of men all the candidates are? The 
experiment has been tried at more than one 
Council meeting of allowing some Councillor 
to stand up and ‘sponsor ' cach new candi- 
date. This, it is found, puts too much of a 
premium on eloquence. A moving ' election 
address’ may influence votes unduly, silence 
may spoil another’s chances. It is, therefore, 
proposed this year to provide Councillors with 
certain information—in all cases the same sort 
of information—about candidates for election 
to the Executive. They should know, for in- 
stance, a man’s age, his religious denomina- 
tion, how he earns his living, his record of 
service in Toc H—unit, District or Area— 
something of his outside interests. Such facts 
would be the only testimonial needed or sup- 
plied. There is nothing in the Charter to pre- 
vent nominations at the actual time of the 
Council meeting, but if such a record is to be 
provided for the assistance of the clectors, it 
will be clearly a great help to the General 
Secretary to receive nominations in plenty of 
time to preparc it. 

So, members and Councillors, get busy, 
pick your men—if you have (спа сале send 
in their names, with the information about 
them mentioned above, as soon as vou can. 

В. В. 


УАВТА 


Some time ago we mentioned that Joux 
McKenna, the well-known tenor, with a team 
of excellent artists, was most generously 
arranging to give a series of concerts for the 
benefit of our War Services Fund—and in 
the cause of good music. Two successful 
concerts have already taken place, at St. 
Albans and Tunbridge Wells, and further 
concerts are arranged as follows: March 9, 
Northampton; March 10, Peterborough; end 
of April, Scarborough; May 3, Accrington; 
May 4, Blackburn; May 5, Clitheroe; June 18, 
Morecambe; June 22, London. More about 
this later. 
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Congratulations to Major Векхлко L. Pavey 
(Beds, and Herts. Regt., a member of Streat- 
ham Branch) on the award of the M.B.E. 


* E ЕЯ 


An appeal in the JounxaL by the Secretary 
of Shipley Branch for old Crrisrmas Canps 
for sale for the War Services Fund has enabled 
the Branch to make their contribution from 
this source up to £19 55. od.; the Bradford 
Women's Section have added Д5 in the same 
way. Packets of cards have reached them from 
as far as Orkney and Cornwall, and they 
wish to thank all who have helped. 


ТОВВУ ON THE ROCK 


Of necessity little has been heard at home of Говву since he sailed for the Mediterranean 


lust November. 
and Alexandria. 
January 13 10 à member in England. 


HAVE no startling matter to record since 

we last met. I came out in a frigate intern- 
ally composed of manv trades entirely uncon- 
nected with the sea, but they were learning 
their war-time profession under a knot of 
grizzled C.P.O.'s, 

Nothing particular occurred en route. Aged 
philosophers will note with amusement that, 
while among the flock of merchant ships 
being convoyed at a slow rate of speed there 
is а very genuine desire for tranquillity, the 
escort craft, who are pugnacious sheep-dogs, 
like growling with a depth-charge now and 
then, and suffer from exceeding disappoint- 
ment if submarines avoid opportunities of 
encounter. The submarine to-day is rather 
shy, and nobody can blame its wise discretion. 

When I arrived for Christmas at Gibraltar, 
1 found the Rock I knew in peace-time days 
surprisingly transformed and full of pep. The 
Churches of the Rock are in good hands. The 
senior Army Chaplain is ideal and has ап 


equally devoted team. The Senior Naval 
Ch: plain and his colleague are both old 
friends. The Chaplains R.A.F. (a new 


ievelopment оп the Rock) are pulling their 
full weight in their fine “parish.” Behind 
all these, the Dean—back from Bombay— 
Canon Johnston, and my own dear host, the 
Rev. Е. Е. Brown, D.S.O.. Methodist Minis- 
ter for thirty years, are hard at work in a huge 
population, 


Christmas Night 


Midnight on Christmas Eve astounded me. 
In the King’s Chapel, which five years ago 
would haved ‘been dark and locked, there was 
no seat unoccupied. [ managed to secure, at 
ten to twelve, only sufficient space to kneel 
down among a little crowd of М.М. ship- 
mates, while Officers, N.C.O.'s and Men com- 
pletely filled the body of the kirk. Midnight 
Mass proceeded to its climax, after which I 
crept out into the dark streets, wishing а 


It was understood that two fixed points of his journey would be Gibraltar 
From the first of these he wrote a long and most interesting letter on 
Here, by this friend's permission, the core of it is. 


Happy Christmas to the Military Policeman 
at the entrance. I added that I wondered if 
he noted that Christianity was not defunct, to 
which he very suitably replied that all he 
could sav for certain was that there was “а 
hell of a crowd in there." 

Feeling that 1 had seen sufficient. marvels, 
I slipped into the Anglican Cathedral, which 
is the Naval Church by a long tradition. Here 
а new miracle greeted my eyes, for the main 
body of the Church was full. At least 400 
Officers and Men were in the act of making 
their communion. Мог were thesc two great 
gatherings without their minor analogies. 
There must have been upon the Rock that 
night. counting the other Churches and the 
gun sites, where many were remaining at their 
posts, more than a thousand Officers and Men 
at their Communion. 

Two amusing sailors left the Cathedral, so 
the Dean informs me, in a high state of 
humour with the world. Jack said to Jim: 
"So now you see, my friend, that the old 
Church is rotten to the core! " and then shook 
hands with him to prove his point. 


The Story of Sergeant Ince 

Last Sunday night [ had a new experience. 
My oldest friend and host is Padre Brown, 
whose manse and Church are built upon the 
site bestowed after the Great Siege of 1778- 
1782 on Sergeant Henry Ince, a Methodist, 
whose body rests at home in the quiet Church- 
yard of Gillesham, near Honiton in Devon. 
His grave should be a place of pilgrimage far 
better known when this great war is over, 
since it was largely due to Sergeant Ince that 
the Rock remained in British hands. 

At an extremely critical stage in the pro- 
longed siege, after доо Spaniards had well- 
nigh succeeded in capturing the North Sum- 
mit by a surprise ascent on the Mediterranean 
side, the Garrison were very much disturbed 
by a new menace to their whole position. This 
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was the Spanish mine, pushing its way 1nto 
the footing of North Front beneath the Round 
Tower, a strong point of British defence. 
This work of the enemy could not be reached 
by any of our guns. There seemed to be no 
remedy, and Governor Elliott informed all 
ranks that he would welcome any wise sugges- 
tion. It was at this stage that Sergeant Ince, 
who had already gained a high repute, sug- 
gested the construction of a tunnel through 
the North end of the Rock to a projecting 
point named the Notch, from which guns 
could be depressed sufficiently to allow the 
shot to reach the mine, and offered to under- 
take the work. While many must have 
doubted his conception the Governor did not. 
Thus, with the help of Sappers, Sergeant Ince 
began. The story runs that early in the 
attempt the smoke of the black powder was 
so dense within the gallery that it became 
necessary to open apertures to the outside face 
of the Rock, through which a sufficient 
draught of air might come to clear the tunnel. 
These apertures were also used for the disposal 
of the debris. It then occurred to Ince that 
the embrasures might be used for the mount- 
ing of guns which would command the 
Neutral Ground and the main Spanish lines. 
The gallery was built to his design. He 
laboured unceasingly upon the work. No 
doubt the original attempt was crude, but it 
contained the germ of an idea which has now 
undergone immense development. The Rock, 
now honeycombed in all directions, has indeed 
been rendered practically impregnable. In- 
ternal roadways and vast living spaces have 
been devised, all upon Ince's plan. It remains 
true that every ton of Rock hewn from the 
heart of this great Fortress owes its removal 
first to Henry Ince. 


Methodist Worship 


“Those who believe in God shall do ex- 
ploits," and this was surely true of Sergeant 
Ince. He came to the Rock in 1769 and left 
for England in 1804. On his arrival he and 
other godly soldiers commenced Methodist 
worship in his house. This soon proved too 
small, and a larger room was hired. At the 
beginning of the той century a chapel was 
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built in which “ the people called Methodists ? 
have worshipped ever sincc. 

Last Sunday night I sat under my host, 
Full often had I heard that evening services, 
as here conducted, was a deep experience, but 
1 had never previously been free. I found 
the body of the church itself packed to the 
doors with Army khaki and Air Force blue, 
for it so happened that no ships were in, so 
that, apart from a handful of shore sailors, 
that element was absent from the scene. Off- 
cers also were пог numerous; but, on the 
other hand, there must have been at least 100 
senior N.C.O.'s, and it was most impressive 
to discern the resolution of the congregation. 
I do not think that I have ever sensed more 
strong conviction in the Christian cause than 
here pervaded the whole atmosphere. It was 
as if old Henry Ince had left his house to be 
bestowed upon all his sons, generation after 
generation, and they had inherited thcir gifts 
from him. 


What the Rock Means 


War-time Gibraltar is thus bv no means 
devoid of indications of religion. ‘The streets 
are far less noisy than they werc in the first 
years of the war and misbehaviour is infre- 
quent. I have seen the place in many moods, 
and I have watched attempts, between the 
wars, to make it a resort where idle folk 
might while away their time; but the old 
Rock resisted this invasion, knowing within 
its heart that it had a purpose far more pro- 
found which it must yet fulfil. 


Without Gibraltar, this war must have been 
inevitably lost. These grim three miles have 
been our singie freehold within Europe; the 
Bay has been our sole safe anchorage, though 
spied upon by hostile eyes from Spain. With- 
out Gibraltar, Malta must have fallen and our 
entire Mediterranean position would have 
been abandoned; North Africa could never 
have been won; Egypt would have been lost 
and the Canal; and Palestine, Transjordan, 
Iraq and Iran would each in turn have shared 
the fate of Europe. This three-mile Rock has 
thus fulfilled its purpose, nor is the praise of 
God unheard thereon. "TUBBY. 


IHE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA 


Tur. ANGEO-U.S.A 


e (ОССН itis an open secret that the uni- 
с forms of the United States, its camps, its 
transport, its Services Clubs, its speech and 
manners are now familiar in every corner of 
the British fsles, the discovery of the real 
America by us and the discovery of the real 
Britain by them has not proved so simple an 
aflair as both parties had expected. The need 
for this discovery, both for the sake of the 
immediate grand task in Europe which we 
are to share and for the momentous settlement 
after the war, is of the first importance; the 
chance to make it is never likely to be given 
us in the same way and on the same scale 
again. Here and there Тос H is finding the 
road to friendship with our Allies by the 
simple means it uses best. Here are one ог 
two examples—many more should follow. 


An Anglo-American Brains Trust 
А few months ago there was a note in these 
pages about an American ' Brains Trust’ 
evening staged by Saffron Walden Branch. 
This has been repeated there, and followed up 
by a weekly Study Circle with an American 


Вемхз Trust IN ACION vt тн 


LONDON CENTRE. (Photu—Spert © Generali. 


leader. During the Christmas school holidays 
a very interesting variant of the Brains Trust 
was tried, with real success, at the Toc H 
London Centre. A representative group of 
senior boys, collected from various schools Бу 
Alec Churcher, posed questions to a group of 
' guest speakers’ from the U.S.A. The central 
figure was Miss Louise Morley, the liaison 
ollicer at the Office of War Information (the 
United States M.O.I.) between British and 
American vouth organisations; she was sup- 
ported by Capt. Jimmy Gay, U.S.A. Medical 
Corps, the official representative of American 
Boy Scouts in this country, and Mr. Pembroke 
Thomas, American Red Cross, the programme 
director of the Washington Club for Ameri- 
can service men in London, and other leaders 
of youth. It was a lively session, with hard 
hitting and excellent humour, and it ought to 
happen again. Jim Brown, of our Central 
Executive, Chairman of the International 
Relations Committee’s newly-formed Youth 
Sub-committee, was in charge of the meeting. 
He is seen standing behind the Americans on 
the left of the picture. 
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'Young America': Ап Exhibition 

Meanwhile, the Youth Sub-committee has 
another, and more ambitious, venture in hand 
—an Exhibition under the name “ Young 
America," which will open from April r1 to 
21 in the ancient School Dining Hall—the 
scene of last year's Central Council meeting— 
in the precincts of Westminster Abbey, by 
kind permission of the Dean. In connection 
with the Exhibition the English Speaking 
Union and the Council for Education in 
World Citizenship will hold large meetings 
elsewhere. Our London Centre will be used 
for smaller gatherings. The Exhibition is 
sponsored by the Office of War Information, 
which plans not only to bring over ex- 
hibits of work done by young Americans 
but to provide some young Americans in 
person to talk about it. In more than one offi- 
cial letter the American Government authori- 
ties have expressed particular satisfaction that 
this Exhibition is to be held under the aus- 
pices of Toc H. 

An Anglo-American Group 

From our Services Club at Salisbury comes 
news of a very practical small venture, already 
more than an experiment. Eric Grant, the 
Warden, writes: 


"An Anglo-American Group lias been founded 
in this Club, and is а success, although only in its 
early stages. They have elected a „Committee 
which is working jointly with us. Their Secretary 
is Sgt. Paul Geoffrey, 5th General Hospital, U.S, 
Army; thev have a Chairman and Treasurer. They 
have also organised a rota to help in the kitchen, 
dining-room and with the other activities. I’ve 
told them that they have an equal right to all 
privileges, which they have availed theniselves of, 
and they do feel it is as much their show as ours, 
American nurses, too, are in on it and are linking 
пр with the Women’s Sectiou. Last night all 
the kitchen help was American—and it was finan- 
cially our most successful evening! ? 

Already the first small batch of Passcards 
issued to Americans in the Salisbury Club has 


reached our records. Others, please copy! 


The Link of Freemasonry 


As already announced in the Journat, the 
* Square Club,’ recently opened at 98, Mount 
Street, London, W.1, is serving as a link 
between Freemasons of the English-speaking 
nations. Its object is ta provide a home for 
the Freemasons of the United States where 
they can meer their British brethren and 
further Anglo-American relations. There may 
be Toc H members of Masonic lodges in vari- 
ous parts of Great Britain who can make use 
of this excellent opportunity of meeting our 
allies on common ground. 


FROM THE LEPROSY FRONT 


T is high time that we reminded ourselves 
“again that the war against Leprosy, more 
ancient and more enduring than that against 
Fascism, still goes on steadily, though under 
added difficulties, and that Toc H is as much 
committed to it as ever. Here are some inci- 
dents from that distant ‘front,’ recorded by 
Bruce Lansdown, one of the Toc H—Bzxra 
workers in the Oji River Settlement in 
Nigeria. He went out in 1938, and, after a 
spell of sick-bay work in the Royal Navy, is 
now, by the courtesy of the Admiralty, back 
in the leprosy field and doing good work. 


First, here is a little vignette from an Out- 
patient Clinic: 

“A hundred and one queries to answer, and 
conditions of Imman ailments to cope with. 
Some excitements : two women disagree in the 
usual wav—no harm in a Бом of ‘ All-in.’ They 
are at it, rolling on the ground, gouging, scratch- 
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ing, whilst the other patients shoui cucourage- 
ment to them both. We dive in, and pull them 
apart, severely admomshing the two fighting 
amazons, and finish with a Christian homily. I 
fear most of the onlookers are disappointed that 
the show is over; I have rather spoiled a bit of 
fun. Back to treatment, humour, pathos and 
humanity." 


And then, a picture of the Ера Amufu, 
where a Clinic has been started : 


“The villages in this area are indeseribably 
filthy, smal! and loathsome. ‘lhe villages are 
separated from each other by fairly thick bush, or 
at the least by muddy streams in the wet season. 
The whole place is damp. The compounds are en- 
closed by mud walls, the entrance being closed 
by a heavy wooden door. 

“ The members of the compound appear to have 
separate houses or huts, which are very small, 
and usually round and not much more than about 
six or seven feet across, with a hole—a small hole 
at that—for a doorway, and no windows. ‘They 
have mud walls, with a grass-thatched roof. 

“The huts are built closely together within the 
compound walls, and with the dogs, fowls, sheep, 


goats and the accumulated filth of ages, the atmo- 
sphere is nothing short of fætid. Most of the 
people are in a filthy condition themselves, and 
'in several compounds infectious lepers were living 
and having intercourse with the other members of 
the compound. 

“As а whole the people appeared dull, 
made little, if any, effort to improve 
they all seemed to be pagans.” 


and 
their lot ; 


Апа now, a visit to Ogba Ngeni, where 
another Clinic has been opened : 


“Here the compounds are built оп the sides 
of the hills, and the hills are rocky : stones every- 
where, and the natives call them ‘ bricks,’ if vou 
please ! 

“The houses are very small, much the same 
as at МПа. Whole families live in these foul little 
huts, with an odd hen or two as well. No one 
seems to worry about leprosy; in fact, ап infec- 
ious patient came with me and he was allowed 
into the compounds and greeted in the same wav 
as апу other visitor : an infectious leper makes 
по effort to segregate Limself from the rest of bis 
family even. AH members of the compound live 
together, gaily mixed up; the men having more 
than one wife, and most are pagans. 

“Whilst walking dn а roughlv-circular route 
of six or seven miles, [ passed through many 
compounds perched on large slabs of rock, and 
seemed to be constantly clambering up over very 
stony paths, or jumping down steep slopes from 
stone ta stone. Ти this area I waded across several 
fairly wide streams, all called the Ой River, and 
vet cach one flowed in a different direction. 

Towards the end of the day I had gathered, 
usnal, a large following, when а woman 
broke the ranks and rushed up to me and offered 
tite а couple of oranges. She seemed very pleased 
with бего, and some of those standing by told 
ше she was а Cliristian--hence the strange be- 
Пауки. We called on her compound, but it was 

le same аз апу of the others. Afterwards, 1 
thought what a strngele for а woman even to keep 
Daith amongst such surroundings--one felt almost 
compelled to offer а silent praver. 
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" Both. Епа and Ogbu are new Areas in which 
we are just starting Out-Patient Clinic work; and 
the social conditions in both places are ideal for 
tlie continued growth and spread of leprosy. [In 
such places the task ahead is overwhelming : there 
is so much to be done, and so few to do it. Yet 
much can be done with care, perseverance and 
infinite patience; as is shown in places where we 
have had an Out-Patient Clinic working for some 
time, with a preventive worker visiting and advis- 
ing the patients. 

“Even so, this is only a beginning; and as we 
look ahead into the vears we realise the many 
anxieties and disappointments which must come 
our мах." 


Movements of our Leprosy Layworters 


Lawrence Darton has arrived in, and Lex 
Parker has sailed for, Nigeria after a period 
of home leave. The former is stationed at 
Uzuakoli and the latter at Ой River. Вил. 
Lampert has rejoined at Makete, Tanganyika 
Territory, after a leave spent in South Africa. 
Doveras CorFIN is awaiting a passage or is 
now on his way home from Itu, Southern 
Nigeria. АУ пам WaLrER, whose home leave 
is near an end, will be sailing with Mrs. 
Walter for Nigeria as soon as passages become 
available. He returns to Uzuakoli. То com- 
plete the list. Намазн MacGrecor апа Crew 
WiLLs are stationed at Itu. Bruce Laxspown 
at Ой River, and Еке» Tuck and Norman ° 
Cnavronp at Uzuakoli. Jack Sowpen is at 
Lui. Southern Sudan, but news has just come 
in bv cable that he has had to take Mrs. Sow- 
den to Johannesburg for an operation. 
Кеххетн GopparD is at Morogoro, Tangan- 
vika Territorv. and Вил. DensHam at Kawam- 
bwa., Northern Rhodesia. 


AN INDIAN CONVENTION 


In a letter from India. quoted last month. 
a forthcoming Гос H Convention at Lahore 
was mentioned. This took place оп Novem- 
ber 27-28, and we have seen a very detailed 
account of it by Pte. Arthur Crossland, Armv 
Pay Corps, now stationed at Meerut. He 
found the round trip of 800 miles well worth 
while. Besides Lahore Branch (civilian), 
Lahore Cantonment Group (Service) and 
Lahore Women’s Section (the only unit in 
India) thirteen units of the North-West India 
Division were represented—Ambala, Chak- 
rata, Delhi (Groups I and И), Еегохероге. 


Jullundur, Karachi, Meerut, Palam, Pesha- 
war, Quetta and Rawalpindi. Visiting mem- 
bers arrived in Lahore from 6 a.m. onwards 
on Saturday, and attended a Divisional Meet- 
ing. a Garden Party, a dinner and Social 
Evening, and, on Sunday, а Corporate Com- 
munion, two sessions of a Convention, with 
meals between, and a final evening service at 
which the Bishop of Lahore preached. In а 
country of immense distances (Crossland says 
the next unit to his on one side is 35 miles 
and on the other 125) such meetings cannot 
happen often and are all the more valuable. 
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TOC H BEHIND THE WIRE—V 


OME of the earliest news we received from 
prisoners of war came from Officers" Camps 
(Oflags) in Germany. This was natural. since 
three of our staff men, captured near Lille, 
found themselves together in Oflag VII C at 
Laufen in Austria in 1940 and started а 
Group, as Reg Staton told us in last month's 
Journat (sce Journat, February, 1941, for the 
first news of this). When they left for a civi- 
lian internment camp (Ilag XIII) the officers 
carried on at Oflag VII C, and a nominal 
roll of their members appeared in the JourxaL 
in September, 1941. The same number con- 
tained news of another оЁсегз” Group, in 
Oflag V В, at Biberach in Wurtemberg, 
under the chairmanship of Col. F. J. Morris. 
The JounNaL of November, 1941, an- 
nounced that three officers’ camps, Oflags 
У B, VII Сапа УП D, had been transferred 
to Warburg, in Westphalia, and amalgamated 
in a new camp, Oflag VI B, containing 3,000 
officers. By this move the Groups from Oflags 
VI B and VII C were joined in one, with a 
membership of over 80. А Christmas letter 
in that year from the Secretary, Don Oliver, 
showed that already 28 new officers and 8 
* other ranks’ (orderlies in the camp) had been 
initiated into membership. They were hold- 
ing probationers’ classes—containing a Bri- 
gadier and several Dominion officers—and, 
for the second year, had taken part in the 
World Chain of Light (Јоокхлі, March, 
1942). 

Meanwhile (Journat, May, 1942), we re- 
ceived news that the senior officers from Oflag 
VI B had been moved again, to a new camp, 
Oflag IX A/H, at Bad Spangenberg, near 
Cassel. There Col. D. S. Fraser started a 
small new Group (JounNaL, September, 1942). 

In June Don Oliver wrote again to say that 
Oflag VI B was still going strong (JOURNAL, 
October, 1942, but a little later (Journat, 
November, 1942) official news reached us that 
the big camp at Oflag VI В had been dissolved 
and the prisoners distributed between three 
other camps—over 450 of them to Oflag IX 
А/2, at Rotenburg in Westphalia, over 1,800 
to Oflag VII B at Eichstaett in Bavaria, and 
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the airmen, over 400 in number, to Oflag 
XXI B at Schubin in Poland. (The R.A.F. 
prisoners were afterwards concentrated in 
special camps, Stalags Luft 1, Шапа VI, con- 
trolled by the Luftwaffe, and news of our 
Groups in these has already been given in 
the Тоовхлъ, December, 1943). 


Oflag IX A/Z Group 


Out of this confusing scene of camps dis- 
solving and being reformed clsewhere, emerge 
glimpses of Toc H at work in Oflags VII B, 
IX A/H and IX A/Z. From the last-named 
а picture of the camp (reproduced opposite) 
reached us from an Australian member, Lieut. 
Т. W. Scott, and a long letter, written by him 
on November 29, 1943, and reaching us in 
January of this year, gives a cheerful account 
and is backed up by а nominal roll of 28 mem- 
bers, of whom we hear of ten for the first timc. 
Scott writes: 

“ H.Ors., Toc H, greetings to all! A few words 
from Group IX A/Z. Numerically and other- 
wise we suffered а heavy loss when we said 
“ Cheerio! ° to the Re-patrees (a new word!), but 
we trust that, once re-established in their homes, 
\Шеу’И carry on the good work. 

“The talks, discussions, etc., are many and 
varied—they are изпаПу carried on in the cobbler's 
shop; they are entertaining and instructive as you 
may wel! imagine, there being about four hundred 
and fifty in the camp, which means that talent is 
almost unlimited. 

' Jobs are taken in hand as and when thev 
appear. I won't bore you with details. 

“ On the 12th (December) we have planned а 
high tea for tlie afternoon and in the evening the 
9 o'clock ceremony of ‘ World Light.’ (I've seen 
it performed in five countries now!). ‘The tea 
will consist probably of ' bring your own biscuit— 
army and sandwich—issue bread.’ Stil we are 
hoping the gramophone music will offset any de- 
ficiencies. Simeon Cole (their Padre) is а great 
help, still witty as ever. 

“The Probationers' class is well under wavy. 


‚ Tam doing the combined job of Hon. Sec. as well 


as Pilot. Australians are well represented. 
would dearly love to attend a meeting again in 
Goldfields, Western Australia, or Bunbury! We 
often get news from Edon Dawson-Moray т 
Switzerland. I assure you we are all looking for- 
ward to getting back and doing a real job of 
work, . ." 


'The careful nominal roll that Bill Scott 
sénds shows the oldest members to be himself 
—he joined at York in 1923—and Lt.-Col. 
J. С. Page, from Keiskama Hoek, the oldest 
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unit in South Africa, in the same year. Other 
members come from Aberdeen, Blackburn, 
Dovercourt, Keighley, Knutsford, Sydenham 
and Tower Hill, one from Moe and one from 
Perth in West Australia; the rest—except one 
who joined in Asmara, Eritrea, have been 
initiated in Oflags VI B, VII C, УП D and 
IX A/Z. The "certificate of initiation’ of 
the latest recruit, signed by his proposer and 
scconder, is added. The prisoner of war 
Groups always scem to do their best to observe 
the proper forms as well as to maintain the 
family spirit to the full. 


Our Staff Moves Again 


Last month Reg Staton gave an account 
in these pages of how he and his fellow-mem- 
bers of Toc H staff worked in the B.E.F. in 
1940, how they were captured and of their life 
in prison camps in Germany since then. Since 
he was repatriated from Пар VIII his four 
colleagues have been moved from Silesia right 
across Germany into France. They are now 
in a prison camp at Giromagny, near Belfort, 
in pre-war days a famous garrison town of the 
French army. The reasons for this move can 
only be conjectured. 15 the stark asylum 


building at Tost (illustrated in last month's 
JourxaL) now needed for refugees or some 
official department, bombed out of the parts 
of Germany more accessible to the R.A.F.? 
Is it too near the old Polish and Austrian 
borders, centres of unrest and coming up- 
heaval? 

The change may have been welcome in 
some ways. In others the conditions in the 
new camp at first left much to be desired. 
Water was very scarce, enough for a prisoner 
to wash his person but not his clothes; sanita- 
tion (as often enough in France) was of a low 
standard; the electric lighting was so bad that 
prisoners could not read or even easily play 
cards after dark. Representations were made 
about these things and already something has 
been done to put them right. 

Here are some glimpses of the new camp 
in letters to his family from Rex Сайт: 


November 23: “ Only three nights in the train. 
Here we are, settling in gradually. Instead of one 
great building of five floors and two smaller ones, 
we have eight single-floor barrack buildings, each 
divided into six main rooms, holding twenty-four 
men each, with washrooms and a few smaller 
rooms, and outside lavatories. In spite of in- 
evitable hitches and dissatisfaction at the start, 
we shall settle down to normal routine in time. 
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Meanwhile, 1 am fully occupied with шу unpack- 
ing and re-installing the library." j 

Deceiber 97; “ After six weeks it is easier to 
see where we are. I have been fully occupied 
all and every day, and for some time there was 
no hope of writing in the evenings. Now we have 
sufficient light апа have managed many improve- 
ments, so spirits have risen after a slow and dis- 
couraging start. . 

“ My own job is Ше one central building which 
shelters all we can arrange for recreation outside 
the living quarters. И includes the library, can- 


teen and reading, study апа class-rooms, all now 
in running order, while the hall for entertainments 
of all kinds opens to-night, and a games-room 
awaits eqnipment. А small chapel for the three 
denominations lias been improvised in a separate 
building, and we rejoice in the privilege of Coni- 
munion every Sunday at 8.30 and evensong at 3. 

' Over Christmas а small quantity of local wine 
and beer has beeu sold and quickly consumed. 
The Red Cross parcel with its pudding and cake 
is as good as ever, So we look ahead now with 
better cheer." 


AFRICA LOOKS FORWARD 


TT is good to see Toc H mentioned in a 
* Colonial Office Report, issued a few weeks 
ago. In it the Secretary of State’s Advisory 
Committee on Education in the Colonies pro- 
poses the appointment of “ mass education ” 
officers to co-ordinate the work which is being 
done or can be done for natives of Africa by 
the Churches and missions, the co-operative 
societies and trade unions, commercial con- 
cerns and Scouts, Guides, and Toc H. The 
aim of this “‘ mass education " 15 enormous 
and vital—it is to do for the African native 
under British rule what has been done with 
striking results for the many races under their 
sway by Soviet Russia, China and Turkey. 
In the revolution in which the whole world 
is now in the throes, the African is not un- 
touched. His attitude to ancient and evil con- 
ditions — malnutrition, infant mortality, 
juvenile crime, exploitation—is changing. He 
looks on no longer with more or less patient 
fatalism; he begins to blame individuals and 
governments; he intends to take a hand him- 
self. As the Report says: 


“The explosive lemper which may result from 
such а change can only be controlled and guided 
by wisely directed mass education, with particular 
stress on the development of social and civic re- 
sponsibility.” 

Moreover, as in so many other directions, 
the war has hastened the movement of men’s 
minds, made their desires more urgent, 
opened up new opportunities, given them un- 
expected experiences. Take the case of the 
thousands of Africans now on active service, 
about whom the Report says: 


“Even those who have never left the colony 
have had an education which will be lasting in 
physical training, personal and camp hygiene, and 
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а balanced, adequate diet. Those who have been 
on service in Cevlon, Madagascar, Abvssinia and 
the Middle East have been educated in the addi- 
tional sense by contact with other nationalities, 
and most of all by а dawning realisation of them- 
selves as Africans. . ." 

So the Report recommends a clear four-fold 
objective : 

(1) Wide extension of schooling for children, 
with the goal of universal schools within а mea- 
surable tine. 

(2) Spread of literacy among adults, with а 
widespread development of literature and libraries, 
without whieh there is little hope of making 
literacy permanent. 

(3) Planning of mass education of the comann- 
nity as а movenient of the community itself, in- 
volving the active support of the local community 
from the start. 

(4) Co-ordination of welfare phu ndo mass- 
education plans to form а сошртей i and 
balanced whole. 


These phrases may read dry-as-cusi —until 
vou begin to look into them and picture what 
might come out of them. The conception of 
‘Empire ' has travelled a long way within the 
lives of many of us from the ideal of a selfish 
possession towards that of an onerous trustee- 
ship, from the condition of ruler and ruled 
towards a leadership by self-governing people 
of others towards self-government. ‘There 
have been many disappointments, blunders 
and setbacks on this difficult and dangerous 
road, but the upheaval of world war is giving 
a tremendous impetus to the movement for- 
ward. If Toc H can take any part—and the 
Colonial Office Report clearly believes it can— 
in this new era in Africa, we may be proud to 
be concerned in one of the greatest ‘ Jobs ' ever 
given us. Already the work we have begun 
to share among the most depressed of 
Africans, the lepers, shows what faith and 
faithfulness can accomplish. 


"СМЕЕ, 


HERE have been many glimpses in these 

pages of Toc H life and work in the 
Middle East and North Africa, but it is not 
yct possible to paint the complete picture. For 
it is a moving panorama, changing and inter- 
locking, a canvas unrolled from Persia to 
Tunisia and now into Italy, a landscape in 
which names like Aden and Addis Ababa and 
Alexandria, Baghdad and Benghazi and 
Bari, Tel Aviv and Tripoli and Tunis stick 
out as our familiar hills against the historic 
peaks of action, like Keren or Alamcin or the 
Mareth Line. Some day we may be able to 
stand back and look at it in pers i 
we can look at Poperinghe—and see how it 
has all been a stage in Toc Н progress. 


Talbot House, Cairo 


It is well enough known that Gordon Tur- 
vey, replacing Alan Cowling who is now in 
charge of Toe H operations in India, is our 
Commissioner in the Middle East. И is not 
vet so widely known that Gordon recently 
married a lady he first met in his Toc H 
work in Australia, and that she is now beside 
Бил in his job in Cairo. Mrs. Turvey wrote 
a lively letter home at Christmas, in the course 
of which she quoted the impressions of a visi- 


tor to the Mouse, which here follow. His 
identity will emerge at the епа: 
Phe total first effect, particularly И you've 


jusi come out from the wilds, is а most peculiar 
опе. dts rather as though the public rooms of a 
Continental hovel, the refreshment lobby (if there 
is such a thing) of the House of Commons and our 
old Toe И room in the basement of the ‘Fig and 
Thistle? had all got rolled into one. Everyone 
seems to know each other, which is а bit em- 
barrassing at first, until vou discover that half 
the chaps with their heads together have never 
set eves on each other until half-an-hour before ; 
then vou cateh the infection yourself. 

“The lounge is resplendent with magnificent 
maroon curtains, trimmed with yellow. From the 
number of times my opinion has been covly asked 
about them [ gather they are very much the new 
tov. There is also a movement towards a new 

calendar system—' Ah, ves, that happened three 
«lays after Sir Colin Jardine dined here.’ 

“The whole concern is divided roughly into two 
parts. There is the House proper above, and there 
are the sub. men who toil below, spinning their 
subterranean Circles and rising to the surface only 
for meals. ‘fhe Prime Circler (Dick Grose) can 
easily be detected. He is a quiet-voiced, pale-faced 


'B.N.A.F, AND СМЕ 


fellow, who arrives punctually for 7-9 a.m. break- 
fast every morning at 9.2. One of c chief dis- 
tinctions between the House proper and the sub- 
men is that the former washes in hot water and 
the latter in cold. As it gets cooler at this time of 
the year the sub-men get this a bit on their mind. 
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Gordon Turvey, Ми East. Commissioner. 

“As Christmas 
nmvsterious 
It's all 


below 


approaches there is much 
talk about some “ Hole-in-the-Wall.’ 
connected with strange goings-on deep 
-even under the Circles. lt is not heading 
up to some practical Guy Fawkes demonstration 
but is the bursting into life of the new Club. 

“The tall, wild-looking White Chief (Gordon 
Turvey) seems much on top of things. He had 
а very amiable secretary (Mrs. Suzanne Turvey), 
to whom I was not introduced, but it didn't seem 
necessary as she appeared quite mistress of the 
situation. 

“ Ned (Lewis), the Warden, bubbles over with 
joy and, besides him, there seem at the moment 
to be two other staff men vaguely attached. There's 
а little 'un with а beard and a big "un without. 
Apparently they got lost at sea, or whatnot. Thev 
go out daily and bring back bits and pieces in 
paper parcels to make up their kit. Occasionally 
at luneh-time vou can hear booming through the 
dining-room the big 'un's voice—‘and the ship 
began to turn over . . . and over . . . and cver.' 
They are now known respectfully аз Robinson 
Crusoe and Man Friday. 

“ Of course, it is very decorative having all 
these staff men about, but practically all the real 
work of the House is done in quite a different 
quarter. It would be interesting to work a bit 
of black magic, and suddenly 10 translate Matron 
to the Orkneys, and then sit down and watch the 


results here: they would be most impressive. 
However, he'd need to be a hard-boiled magician 
to do it." 
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The writer? The "big ‘ап,’ alias Rupert 
Bliss, well-known at the London Centre and 
some other Toc H quarters at home. He set 
out for India with Paymaster Lt. the Rev. 
John Eagar, R.N., in Toc H uniform for 
India. " The ship began to turn over. . 14 
and they landed in Africa more or less in their 
pyjamas. After a stay in Cairo and a refit, 
they have gone on to their destination. 

In North Africa 

Dudley Greenacre (‘Greeno’s’ brother), 
who has been on our staff in the Middle East 
for some time, reported in September on the 
Club in Benghazi (see the picture below) : 


“The Club has now got well into its stride and 
is a hive of activity every evening. In fact, de- 
spite the up-to-date method of heating water, we 
find on occasions difficulty in keeping the tea 
going without a wait... We are glad to see, 
not infrequently, Americans, New Zealanders and 
Palestinians dropping in on us for a game or a 
quiet read. 

“The Circle boys have busied themselves with 
further jobs of improvement, the most important 
being the cementing of the floor in one of the out- 
houses and installing electric light, ready to re- 
ceive a tennis table and dart-boards. This excel- 
lent room will prove invaluable. Not only will it 
relieve congestion in the Club, but it will serve 
as an admirable meeting room (50 would be com- 
fortably seated) on ‘Tuesday nights for the 
Circles. . .” 


In Italy 

For some time we have known that John 
Mallet, our Commissioner in North Africa, 
had prospected in the Eighth Army’s new 
areas in Sicily and Italy. The first result is 
a Toc H Club at Bari on the Adriatic coast— 
the first (since the ill-fated ones in France in 
1940) on the mainland of Europe and the pre- 
cursor, we all believe, of many others. Angus 
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Johnston, once Area Secretary in Wales, is in 
charge, D. Chesworth, Mr. and Mrs. Chis- 
holm and Miss Gladys Cotton are helping 
him. (Howard, Brown, Davies and Paul 
Jones have also arrived in Italy). Here are 
some extracts from a letter received from 
Angus at the end of January: 

" Now I can report considerable progress, with 
a probable opening of the Hostel in about ten 
days and that of the Club a fortnight later, The 
two buildings are about 20 yards apart, on the 
saine side of the principal street—so we start off 
with a good situation. 

‘©The Hostel consists of a four-storeyed block 
of flats, with a large shop underneath. The first 
floor will provide the Chapel (the furnishing of 
which is being supervised by Dick Clitheroe, а 
padre on our staff earlier in the war), ample sit- 
ting-rooms for men resident and living quarters 
for two Toc H staff. The higher floors will take 
about 130 single beds, with an additional 20-30 
inen provided for оп double-tier beds iu the various 
kitchens : these we propose to use as ‘ stragglers’ 
posts’ for late arrivals who are homeless—one 
of our major problems in Tunis (his former Club). 
The shop we are converting into a dining- 
room. .. 

“The Club premises are on a corner site, with 
one large shop on the main street and two smaller 
ones round the corner, plus a large 8-гоошей flat 
above. . . 

“On the staff side our good fortune seems to 
improve, . . Al three are refugee one a 
middle-aged Yugoslav, and the other two a brother 
(17) aud sister (22), American-Italians with а 
Scots name írom the North! Their first duties 
were as interpreters—the Yugoslav (whose English 
is quite good) with Chesy (Chesworth), and the 
others with me, the medium of exchange being 
French. Now that the preliminary stages of get- 
ting premises and ordering equipment are over, 
they are beginning to reveal unexpected abilities.’ 


Summing it up 


What does our work in the Middle East 
amount to? How deeply is it founded? How 
much of it will last and bear fruit in the 
Movement afterwards? Мо one— least of all, 
perhaps, those who stand closest to the work 
at the moment—can say for certain. The men 
on the spot express both their happiness and 
their misgivings about it. Here are the reflec- 
tions of a few careful observers, men who 
know the true aims of Toc H. 


l. 'Keep on keeping оп’ 
Howard Dunnett writes from Alexandria: 


“ On the whole, things aren't doing too badly. 
We still have а number of Circles round here, 


though some are a bit ‘flimsy’: I find that is a 
great danger out here. Circles start eagerly and, 
through по deep understanding of Тос Н and the 
spirit of ' keep on keeping on,’ they Пор as soon 
as any special diffieulty occurs. In some cases, 
when a wnt moves elsewhere, I find the Гос H 
Circle idea gets left behind, probably because the 
surroundings in the new place aren’t so easy. All 
this sounds rather pessimistic, and there are many 
opposite cases one could instance. But the lack 
of true understanding and the absence of ‘ vision ' 
is a problem. Certainly the difficulties are im- 
mense, and after a year or two out here men get 
rather dulled by сур. and become “ »1iarleesh ’ 
bont everything. T sympathise with them all, 
tao! ” 


2. “А Deep Desire’ 


One of Howard’s most staunch allies in 
Cairo is Brigadier А. Н. Morton (wrongly en- 


titled ‘Padre’ in these pages some time back !). . 


who describes himself as "the bloke what 
Tubby rashly pushed in to be Chairman of 
the Gib. Group in 1937 or 8, when not even 
а probationer.” Не sends his impressions to 
Headquarters thus: 


DE feel there is а very deep but rather inarticu- 
late desire among a considerable percentage of 
men out here for something higher than ‘ self.’ 
Cireles seem to spring up very casilv—the seed 
ts generally sown by one or two men, who may 
be Toc И members or jusi Circle-ites who have 
been posted from units where Circles already exist. 
The generating spirit is Service, I am sure, but 


there is often a hiatus -rather as one might ima- 
vine а chicken just out of the egg might feel 
Where am Г? What do I do next?’ 

“The causes seem to me to be (1) Lack of 


leadership; (2) Lack of knowledge of Toc H tradi- 
tion, aims and technique (if that's the right word), 
telling to do something but not knowing how to 
set about it; (3) Shyness, coupled with lack of 
power of self-expression. 

What they want, of course, is a sort of travelliug 

ieus to go round and give them a start. In 
places like here (Alexandria) and Cairo this is 
more possible, but even here people like Howard 
Dunnett are so tied with their Hostel work that 
they can't do all they would like or is needed. 
Yet, in spite of this, some Circles do grand work 

" We always emphasize that the priority ‘ job’ 
is 100 per cent. efficiency in one's military duty, 
and next the organisation of general amenities in 
the Service—the sort of job that everybody is 
terribly keen to have done, as long as he does not 
have to do it himself! 

You probably know that there are over 150 
Circles in tlie М.Е. and they are continually mov- 
ing—not only the Circles but the individuals in 
them. ‘his moving creates many problems, but, 
on the other hand, it scatters the seed and is often 
most fruitful. Another problem that often wrecks 
meetings and jobs is the unexpected ' duty '— 
never being able to say definitely ‘ Right, I will 
be there? ог“ I will do that.’ ” 


Howard миней and Brigadier А. H. Morton. 


(Не encloses a copy of The Matruh Milestone, 
the three-page news-shect of Мегзай Matruh 
Circle, which has shown great energy and leader- 
ship. The seed was sown by the Padre’s driver last 
Christmas. С We planned an inaugural meeting 
which was torpedoed by a dust-storm—only five 
turned up, the remainder were hanging on to 
their tents for dear life. Theu Howard spoke at a 
second attempt. At first things noved slowly. . .”) 

“ Personally, I am very glad to see the аррге- 
ciation that the Almighty is the mainspring of all 
our work. I am sometimes distressed to find 
that the Fourth Point of the Compass is misread 
to mean that religion must not be mentioned in 
Тос H Circles. I believe it wants re-wording.”’ 


3. Wartime and Peacetime Toc H 


Now, here are some extracts from a long 
letter from Harry Gell, late of the Southern 
London Area Executive, now a Lance-corporal 
in an armoured unit: 


“ [ by no means want to couvey a sense of criti- 
cistn of the work Тос H is doing for the Services. . 
I’ve experienced both the Alex. and Cairo Houses 
as a hosteller, and there can be no criticism of 
them. Fellows from my unit have done the same 
and all are amazed at the difference between them 
and the ordinary leave hostels of the Delta. There 
is no superficial reason for this difference and yet 
it is so great. 

“ Му chief concern is with the conception of 
Toe H which new contacts are getting. It is 
vasily different from what they will meet when 
they join with their local unit at home—and for 
a variety of reasons. In the first place, their con- 
ception may emanate from one fellow alone. І am 
the only Toc H member in this regiment, and it 
makes ше nervous to think that those I have spon- 
sored are going to be considered as having a wide 
experience of Toc H. It is not as if we could visit 
other Circles and get another picture of the Move- 
nent. 

“ Secondly, in my experieuce of Service Circles 
there are always as many (if not more) new con- 


47 


"-— 


—————À 


tacts at a meeting as members ог passliolders. 
Consequently it is very difficult for them to sense 
the same warm family atmosphere as one did in 
a unit at home, And-yet these fellows have соте 
from a tent or room where they have been living, 
eating, sleeping and working with their imme- 
diate circle—doing, in fact, all the things that we 
in Toc H believe produce the means of getting to 
know one another. 

“The Toc H Service unit, therefore, meets 
under quite different initial conditions from the 
peace-time unit. (And yet Toe M was re-estab- 
lished originally to perpetuate something that cir- 
cumstances have again reproduced). I think that, 
for these reasons, the passholder, when he links 
up with his loca] unit will (to use the same ex- 
pression as last time) need ‘nursing.’ я Не will 
nnd tlie home unit different, and, in civilian con- 
ditions, will necessarily be led into the ways of 
civilian Тос Н. АП that Toc H at home can do 
at Ше moment is to realise this difference and be 
prepared to welcome the passholder on these 


terms. I am optimistic enough to think that a’ 


number of such fellows may turn up at their local 
unit before very long—say, before another vear is 
out, and the home units can't get ready for their 
reception too soon. (Some hints about this were 
given in last month's JOURNAL.—Ep.). 


THE ELDER 


Вел. — Оп active service in South Africa on 
December 29, 1943, Norman В. Bett, А.С.2, 
R.A.F., a member of Bolton Branch. 

Benstey.—In November, 1943, the Rev. 
Wirra James Bexstey, a South-Western 
Area member. Elected 19.8.23. 

Courrs.—Killed in action, Davin STRANG 
Coutts, Warrant Officer, R.A.F., a member 
of Perth Group. Elected 20.4.’40. 

Duxs.—On August 18, 1943, Ernest Duxx 
a member of Sandown Branch. Elected 
8.6.'40. 

GanLEY.—On January 20, J. M. Gang, а 
member of Kettering Branch. Elected 19.9.33. 

Garwoop.—On February 4, by enemy 
action while on duty as an Air Raid Warden, 
Frank Мидлам Garwoop, a member of Up- 
minster Branch. Elected 23.7.'42. А 

Hopcxixsow.—On November 30, 1943, 
SamuEL Норсктубок, a founder member of 
Sutton-in-Ashfield Branch. Elected 19.3.28. 

Howe.—On active service in U.S.A., Вази. 
B. W. Howe, Flight-Lt., R.A.F. (buried in 
Washington 21.1.44). Elected 7.6.34. 

Lirrte.—On January 15, James LITTLE, а 
member of the Scottish General Branch, for- 


* Another point. I can't agree that I am enrich. 
ing my Toc H experience out here. 1 feel so 
isolated. 1 get the JOURNAL from my brother, 
usnally four or five months late, but I have no 
one I can really discuss things with . . . I shall 
have to spend quite а lot of time catching up, when 
] come home—and I'm mortally afraid that after 
a couple of years out here І shall rather incline to 
the armehair, slippers and à pipe! ” 


4. 'What Toc H means to me’ 

Lastly, here is the fecling of a newly-joined 
member in the Middle East : 

“ Last Tuesday ] was initiated into our amily 
of Toc H and felt very, very happy. Iver since 
I first contacted Тос H and all it stands for, I was 
interested and, after having dug into literature 
and watched the activities and attended various 
meetings at different places, my interest grew and 
within a short time I knew that ‘Poo И was meant 
for me. Toc H gives men a stimulus to work and 
do a job, whieh in my opinion no other Movement 
has achieved to such a height. The beauty of it 
is even more enhanced by the fact that a job is 
done without publicity. The results speak for 
themselves.” 


BRETHREN 


merly of Dunfermline Branch. — Elected 
13.2. 36. 

Parsons.—Died of wounds on December 9, 
GLyxxE Parsons, Licut., South Wales Bor- 
derers, а member of Ramsgate Branch. 

Porr.—On active service in South Africa 
in December, 1943, Нлвогр Роге, a founder 
member of Ilminster Branch. Elected 27.1.32. 

Younc.—On active service оп December 
30. 1943, Eric Youxc, FlightLt.. R.A.F., 
a member of Karachi, then of Markee Dray- 
ton, then of the Services Branch. Elected 
23.12.36. 

Warrens.—On January 18, after ап opera- 
tion, RicHarp Hura Wazrers, D.S.O., 
Capt., R.N., a member of Harpenden Branch. 
Elected 28.8.30. 

Wircox.—On January i, after very short 
illness, Wittiam Cuartes Wircox, Ordinary 
Seaman, R.N., aged 18, à member of Combe 
Martin Branch. Elected 9.12.41. 

WoopsExp.—Missing in July, 1943. now 
reported killed in action, Hugh Woodsend, 
Flying Officer, R.A.F., aged 22, a member of 
Catterick Village Group. Elected 22.7.42. 
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